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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Prior to examination, please apjefufthe application as follows: 



In the claims: 



Claims^ 5, and 10 have been canceled. 
Claims and 11-15 have been amended. 

Claims 16-32 have been added. 
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1 . (Amended) A method for use in a file system including at leaspefne server and one 
disc storage device for access by at least one client, said metjKfa comprising the steps of: 

a. attaching said client to said file system; and, 

b. reading a formal description of the fil^ystem by said client from said disc 
storage device, wherein said client can rea^nd write data to and from said disc storage 
device without requiring further Imowfedge of said file system. 



2. (Amended) The methcxrof claim 1 wherein step b. further comprises the step of: 

reading enougj^information to determine the physical block and offset containing 
a given file's inojie given its inode number. 
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